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IN RECOGNITION OF MS. JEAN 

MAE ELIZABETH HASTINGS 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
commemoration of the life of Ms. Jean Has-
tings. Jean, a resident of Long Branch, New 
Jersey, passed away on July 10, 2014. She 
was a long time community leader whose 
memory will live on through all those whose 
lives she touched. 

A graduate of Long Branch High School, 
Jean was a political activist. She was a Demo-
cratic Party Leader, proud of her work for the 
Schneider Team and President Obama. She 
worked for the City of Long Branch as a 
records clerk, was a member of the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Guild of Long Branch and served 
as a Democratic Committeewoman for many 
years. 

Jean leaves behind a loving and adoring 
family, including her son Harold, daughters 
Leslie Hill, Julia Hastings, Arlene Perozzi and 
Tanya Hastings, as well as siblings, grand-
children, great grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in honoring Ms. Jean 
Hastings for her dedication to her family and 
service to her community. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF FREEDOM SUMMER & 
THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to commemorate the 50th An-
niversary of Freedom Summer and the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 is one of the 
most important laws enacted in this country. 
President Lyndon B. Johnson on July 2, 1964, 
signed this critical piece of legislation into law. 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 is recognized as 
one of the most significant turning points in 
America’s political and social development. In 
a country divided by racism and bigotry, the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 made discriminatory 
practices in education, public establishments 
and by employers, illegal. This historic legisla-
tion served as a catalyst for efforts towards 
equality across the country. In addition, the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, along with Freedom 
Summer marked the climax of intensive voter- 
registration activities in the South that began 
in 1961. 

Prior to 1962, Mississippi faced significantly 
low levels of African-American voter registra-
tion. In fact, less than 7% of African-Ameri-
cans were registered to vote within the state. 
In order to increase those numbers and reg-
ister voters across the state Freedom Summer 
was born. While serving as an expanded voter 
registration project, Freedom Summer also 
helped to address the issue of the separate 
and unequal public education system. Efforts 
enacted during Freedom Summer established 
over 41 Freedom Schools attended by more 

than 3,000 young African-American students 
throughout the state. 

Despite major challenges, Freedom Sum-
mer left a positive legacy. The well-publicized 
voter registration drives brought national atten-
tion to the subject of black disenfranchise-
ment, leading to the 1965 Voting Rights Act, 
federal legislation that among other things out-
lawed the tactics Southern states had used to 
prevent blacks from voting. Freedom Summer 
also instilled among African Americans a new 
consciousness and a new confidence in polit-
ical action. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the 50th Anniversary of Free-
dom Summer and the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
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RECOGNIZING SPECIAL FORCES 
SERGEANT RAMON RODRIGUEZ 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize a valiant 
veteran, Special Forces Sergeant Ramon 
Rodriguez. At the age of 17, Sergeant Ramon 
Rodriguez began his military career during his 
junior year at Banning High School and de-
cided to enlist in the Army with the help of the 
Juvenile Court system and his father’s signa-
ture. After many years of training and being 
stationed in Germany, Sergeant Rodriguez 
was sent to Vietnam to serve his country. Ser-
geant Rodriguez embarked on dangerous mis-
sions and led his platoon through difficult ob-
stacles during a mission in Phu Bai. While 
leading five soldiers into safety, Sergeant 
Rodriguez suffered from a bullet that shot him 
from behind. 

In 1967, Sergeant Rodriguez was awarded 
the Army Commendation Medal for Heroism 
for his ‘‘fearless action while exposed to in-
tense enemy fire’’. He was awarded with a Sil-
ver Star three times within a span of 34 days 
for his courageous service during the Vietnam 
War. Sergeant Rodriguez was also awarded 
three Bronze Stars with an Oak Leaf Cluster 
and five Purple Hearts during his 32 months of 
service in Vietnam for his heroism and act of 
valor against hostile enemy forces, and a total 
of 17 combat medals and awards for his serv-
ice. 

Sergeant Rodriguez attended the United 
States Ranger School and graduated with dis-
tinguished honors. After completing his service 
in Vietnam, Sergeant Rodriguez led the Spe-
cial Forces scuba team at Fort Devens, Mas-
sachusetts and directed the team on a mission 
in Panama. Sergeant Rodriguez and his sol-
diers were responsible for the scuba and rang-
er training of armed forces from South Amer-
ican countries and established a ranger school 
in Honduras. In 1981, Sergeant Rodriguez 
earned the rank of Command Sergeant Major 
at the United States Sergeant Major Academy 
at Fort Bliss, Texas. 

Sergeant Rodriguez completed two more 
assignments before officially retiring from the 
Army in 1983. In 1982, Sergeant Rodriguez 
was nominated for the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. On June 11, 2008, Sergeant Rodriguez 
was inducted as a member of the Ranger Hall 
of Fame. Sergeant Rodriguez is known to be 
one of the most decorated combat soldiers 
that served in the Vietnam War. 

Sergeant Rodriguez remained in the United 
States Army for 23 years to serve the United 
States. Currently, he serves as Chairman of 
the Veterans and Military Commission for the 
County of Los Angeles. 

It is an absolute honor to recognize Special 
Forces Sergeant Rodriguez and his years of 
service to this country. Sergeant Rodriguez 
and his fellow soldiers are an inspiration for 
their service, dedication and unending sac-
rifice. Sergeant Rodriguez’s heroism and cou-
rageous acts during the call of duty saved the 
lives of his fellow soldiers and these acts of 
valor deserve the greatest recognition. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
on July 14, I was absent due to airline delays 
between California and Washington, DC and 
was unable to cast my vote for Rollcalls 405 
and 406. Had I been present I would have 
voted: 

Rollcall No. 405—‘‘yes’’: To amend chapter 
15 of title 44, United States Code (commonly 
known as the Federal Register Act), to mod-
ernize the Federal Register, and for other pur-
poses. (386–0) 

Rollcall No. 406—‘‘yes’’: To provide for the 
establishment of a body to identify and coordi-
nate international science and technology co-
operation that can strengthen the domestic 
science and technology enterprise and support 
United States foreign policy goals. (346–41) 

f 

HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION 
FUNDING ACT OF 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in op-
position to this short-term highway bill be-
cause it fails to provide a funding mechanism 
that will guarantee the long-term solvency of 
the highway trust fund which is needed to spur 
investments in our nation’s roadways, bridges, 
and public transportation infrastructure. 

This is just another example of our failure to 
govern, and as a result we are sacrificing the 
jobs and economic development that are crit-
ical to the progress of our nation. 

This is that same scenario that has occurred 
under the Republican leadership of the House 
over and over again: when we passed the last 
2-year highway bill, with the farm bill, with the 
budget and debt ceiling. 

These short-term extensions and governing 
by crisis make it nearly impossible to plan for 
future infrastructure needs. We have a crum-
bling infrastructure. We can’t keep pretending 
to fund through phony accounting gimmicks. 
We actually have to put money into it. 

About 90 percent of the revenue in the 
Highway Trust Fund is generated by a federal 
18.4-cent-per-gallon tax on gasoline and a 
24.4-cent-per-gallon tax on diesel fuel. 

Federal fuel taxes have not been increased 
since 1993, and because of this stagnation the 
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